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JESUS TO HIS DISCIPLES:
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives do 1 give to you. Let

not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
Fafraid.” John 14:27

OFFER STILL GOOD!

But money cannot buy it; good works cannot
earn it! Peace comes only from God and only
when you make peace with God which is only
through the blood of His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ!

JESUS TO EVERYONE:

“T am the way, the truth, and the life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by me.” John 14:6

“He came to His own, and His cwn did not receive
Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of Ged.to those who
believe in His name.”  John 1:11-12
THIS IS WHAT CHRISTMAS IS ALL

ABOUT. GOD’S GIFT MAKES IT
POSSIBLE! YOUR CHOICE!

- “Mgh @0 riot’ haire peace inthe w"
nor-in; thelr hemeﬂhey do ot

'unm s-settled: rigm and- nathlng"is
settled rlght uﬂ'ﬁht is settled with-God.”

-Vance Havner |

Decisions determine destiny

Reginald and Glo Martin have been
faithful Doorkeepers for many years. Reg was
one of six preachers who came out of my college
pastorate at Liberty Avenue Baptist Church,
Berea, Kentucky. From the day he arrived on
the Berea College campus, we became fast
friends. In his retirement, he has been called to
return to serve as interim pastor, First Baptist
Church, Zanesville, Ohio, his last pastorate. '5

The following thoughts related to facing a
new year are adaptéd from an article from his
December 1990 First Baptist Church Mt.
Gilead, Ohio newsletter. He stated well some
basic issues that face all of us when we look
toward the gift of a new year, 2007. We need to
remember that DECISIONS DETERMINE
DESTINY. By heeding Reg’s advice, we can
be in a position to have our best year ag a
Christian in 2007 and be more fruitful than ever
for the Lord Jesus Christ.

This week brings 1990 10 a close. Whatever
we did or did not do cannot be changed. For
the positive aspects of our life, let us give thanks
to God. For the negative aspects, let us pray
that we can use them to learn and grow. The
new vear of 1991 offers each of us a challenge.
Will we become better persons in 1991 than we
were in 19907 Will we commit ourselves more
Jfully to living the Christian life? Will we make
a concerted effort to give of our time, talents,
and financial resources to [the work of the Lord
Jesus Christ] in a way which would be pleasing
to God? I pray that we will!

PREPARE YOUR HEART FOR 2007!




Perspective

And suddenly there was with the angei a
muliitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”

Fuke 2:13-14

I’s Christmas time again! For the readers
of the Reflector who are in love with Jesus,
this 1s a very precious time to remember what
God the Father did for mankind a little over
two thousand years ago in the little town of
Bethlchem. It is “the world’s greatest story, in
the Bible it’s told, the story of Jesus that never
grows old.” “Tell me the old, old story of Jesus
and His love.” The angel of the Lord appeared
to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a
Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins™ (Matthew
1:20-21).

Muster your thoughts

During these December days, concentrate
on your thought life this Christmas season. After
all, you are what you think. Exercise your God-
given ability to control your mind to focus on
the Christmas story afresh and anew. Allow the
Holy Spirie to flood your mind with biblical
truths revealed only in the Scripture. Make a
decision to experience in your own heart and
mind a RIGHT CHRISTMAS. To do this,
understand three symbols associated with Jesus:
CRADLE, CROSS, AND CROWN. When
you understand these symbols, you will be on
your way toward celebrating a RIGHT
CHRISTMAS.

Now, think of the CRADLE, the symbol
that reminds us that God became flesh and dwelt
among men. Mary’s son laid in a manger. Every
Christmas we come here. Lo, He is born again
in a dark manger in our minds; again He is
sleeping on the hay. Again the world grows
luminous with starshine and soft fragrance. At
Christmas, we have tended to stop at the manger

and there is no peace for us. You see the manger
is not enough. If only a Child was born there,
there is no real Christmas. He grew. He lived.
He spoke. He became the great Leader, the
Giver of life, the Bearer of our sins on the
CROSS. Thinking on the CROSS is vital to
help you understand Christmas; He was born
to die. Then the CROWN reminds us that He
is coming again. The message of the two men
in white apparel to those gathered on the Mount
of Olives watching Jesus ascend into heaven
is a thrilling part of the story of Jesus: “Men
of Galilec, why do you stand gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus who was taken ap
from you into heaven, will come in like manner
as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).
Think on these things and you will be blessed.

Translate thoughts into life

Continue thinking about the Christmas
story by coming up with ways you can translate
what is revealed in the Christmas story into
your life. You might begin by concentrating
on the key figures in the Christmas narrative.
There are the innkeeper, angcls, wise men, and
shepherds. As you think about the
INNKEEPER, be sure that you are actually
making room for Jesus in your Christmasg
celebration. One small girl was looking at a
pativity scene in the window of a major
department story. Her eyes were wide with
excitement as vou looked at each figure. Then
she exclaimed to her mother, “they have
forgotten to include the baby Jesus.” If you
and I are not careful to guard our thoughts, the
same will happen to us.

As you remember the ANGELS, with their
message and their songs, take time to praise
and worship God from the very depths of your
spirit. Then, in your thoughts, revisit the WISE
MEN and reflect on what the birth of Fesus
meant to them as they brought their gifts to lay
before Him. As you reflect on your own life,
give a gift to Him. After all, since we are
celebrating His birthday, our largest and most
expensive gift should be His. Be sure that you
have given Him the gift of yourself.

Finally, there are the SHEPHERDS who
were blessed to learn of the birth of Mary’s







